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Fall is in the Air
By Tyler Osborn, President
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As | am writing this message, | wonder, how can it already be
fall? It seems like we blinked and now we are preparing for the
end of the year. Time truly does fly!

These past few months have been filled with great presenta-
tions learning about our Appalachian heritage, native plants in
our area, and some of our historic homes. We have also partici-
pated in the GA Mountain Fair parade and have had a booth at
both the fair and fall festival. We've rolled up our sleeves on the
Berrong-Oakley House as well, more on that inside this issue.

As the year draws to a close, | want to take a moment to say
how appreciative | am of this organization and the goals we have
achieved together. | look forward to seeing what else we can ac-
complish. | will leave you with this Irish blessing, “May love and
laughter light your days, and warm your heart and home. May
good and faithful friends be yours, wherever you may roam. May
peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures.
May all life’s passing seasons bring the best to you and yours!'



The Brick House on the River

by Jerry A. Taylor

THE WYLY YEARS

The old brick house up on The River near Mt. Zion Church
was once a stagecoach inn along the Unicoi Turnpike. Hav-
ing been built in the early 1800s, it would have been the
oldest house in Towns County. Gen. James Rutherford
Wyly began to build "houses of entertainment," or stage-
coach inns, along the Unicoi Turnpike which ran from Au-
gusta, Georgia, then through the Cherokee Nation and on
to Tellico Plains, Tennessee. Another one of those houses
was Traveler’s Rest near Toccoa which is now a State historic
site.

Gen. James Rutherford Wyly was born June 24, 1782, in
Blount County, Tennessee. He married Sarah Hawkins Clark,
daughter of Major William H. Clark and Elizabeth Sevier
and the granddaughter of Gen. John Sevier of Tennessee.

He was a state commissioner for the State of Georgia
to improve navigation of the Savannah and Tugaloo Riv-
ers; sheriff of Franklin County, Georgia for twelve years; a
captain under Major Benjamin Cleveland in the Creek cam-
paigns of the War of 1812; and colonel of the Habersham
County Militia from 1828 to 1834.

Moving to Union (Towns) County, where he resided in the
Brick House near the head of the Hiawassee River, James
Rutherford Wyly was a prominent citizen. The 1850 census
indicated that he owned sixteen slaves. He encouraged
many of his Habersham County neighbors to settle here
following the Cherokee removal, and once here, he aided
them until they were sufficiently established. To name a
few, there were the Taylors, Turpins, Underwoods, Presleys,
Teasleys, Clevelands, Wheelers, and others.

Gen. Wyly died on March 17, 1855. His wife Sarah died
on June 29, 1860. They are buried in Clarkesville, Georgia.

One of Gen. James Rutherford Wyly's sons, Oliver Crom-
well Wyly, Sr. (1808-1893), who was living up on The River
during the Civil War wrote a letter to Gov. Joseph E. Brown
stating that he believed he could furnish 2,500 gallons of
the best whiskey, per year, for the troops. He would be
hoping to hear from him favorably. This document can be
found in the Georgia Department of Archives and History.
‘No mention is made as to whether his offer was accepted!

THE EZEKIEL BROWN YEARS

Ezekiel Brown, son of Ezekiel and Rachel Harmon Brown,
was born Dec. 30, 1807 in Wilkes County, N.C. He moved
with his parents to Haywood, N.C. where he married Mar-
garet Plott (1809-1895). They moved to Cherokee County,
N.C., where they lived in the 1840s and 1850s. Purchas-
ing property in the Hiawassee River Valley in 1857 from
the Wyly estate, Ezekiel Brown moved his family to Towns
County where he and Margaret lived in the Brick House for
the remainder of their lives. Ezekiel Brown died in 1886 and
Margaret died in 1895. They are buried in Mt. Zion Cem-
etery. Some of their descendants living in the county today
are Osborns and Englands.

THE WILLIAM CLINTON BROWN YEARS

William Clinton Brown, was born Sept. 28, 1838. Mov-
ing to Towns County, Georgia, from Haywood County, N.C.,
he purchased the Brick House property in the Hiawassee
River Valley in June, 1891, from the heirs of his Uncle Ezekiel
Brown (1807-1886). He married Robena Alvis Norwood of
Waynesville, N.C., and to this union were born the follow-
ing children: James Norwood, Sr. (1876-1951), Sarah Ben-
ners (1880-1916), Irene Huntington (1877-1905), and Walter
Scott (1889-1965).

James Norwood Brown, Sr., oldest son of William Clinton
Brown, married Margaret Welch of Ellijay, Georgia and to
this union were born seven sons: William Randolph (1908-
1992), Malcolm Welch (1910-1956), Bedford Forrest (1911-
1999), James Norwood Jr. 1915-1988), Charles Lyman
1917-2003), Walter Scott (1918-1976), and Raymond Pass
(1919-1968). Five of these sons served in the armed forces
during World War II.

James Norwood Brown, Sr., graduated from the Atlanta
College of Pharmacy in 1902. He then served as pharma-
cist in Copperhill, Tennessee, and Ellijay, Georgia, before
setting up and operating the Cornelia Drug Store in Corne-
lia, Georgia, for a number of years. However, he sold this
business and returned to Towns County in 1917 to operate
the Brown Farm following the death of his father. James
Norwood Brown, Sr., remained on the farm until his death in
1951. His son, James Norwood Brown, Jr., continued to live
in the Brick House until the mid-1980s when it burned.

Walter Scott Brown (1889-1965), youngest son of William
Clinton Brown, upon graduation from the University of Geor-
gia in 1916, served first as County Agent of Towns County,
then as District Agent of the Atlanta Area, and still later as
District Agent of the Savannah Area. He then became State
Director of the Georgia Agricultural Extension Service, serv-
ing in this capacity until his retirement. He was co-founder
of the Rock Eagle 4-H Center near Eatonton, Georgia, and
served as chairman of the Board from its beginning until
his retirement. He married Clemmie Massey of Columbus,
Georgia. His grandson, Mr. Frank Riley, continues to live on
a portion of the Brick House property today. (3



The Berrong-Oakley House

By Tyler Osborn

We've rolled up our sleeves and have begun work
on the Berrong-Oakley House (BOH). | want to start by
saying thank you to the City of Hiawassee for helping
us in this endeavor. They have agreed to help us cover
the cost of the roof, which was a major cost due to the
intricate shape of the roof line and gables. They have
also helped us get the power turned on, a temporary
water source, and clean up the overgrowth around the
house.

Once the house was purchased, we scheduled an
inspection, and one major issue was the two remaining
chimneys on the house. Both chimneys were deterio-
rated and were at risk of falling. The front chimney has
been stabilized and re-pointed, while the back stove
pipe chimney had to be removed because it was too
far gone. Originally, there were two other chimneys in
the house, and we plan on replacing those in the fu-
ture, as funds are available. We are in partnership with
Blake Chastain who did an amazing job restoring the
front chimney.

Thanks to a generous donation, we were able to
contract with Simo Community Designs, a preservation
planner, to help guide us on the major issues that need
to be resolved and how best to tackle these. That re-
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port is in and out of the 11 immediate tasks, we have
already completed 3 with the 4th coming soon.

The Nelson Family, descendants of the Berrong-
Oakley Family, also sent us the original blueprints of
the home. Thanks to the detective work of Jason Ed-
wards, we learned that the blueprints were purchased
from Radford Ideal Homes in 1903 and used to build
the house in 1905.

Fund-raising has been another successful en-
deavor and in just three months, we have raised over
$20,000! This is amazing that we have accomplished
so much in a short amount of time. We have several
naming opportunities available as well that are list-
ed on our website. Our current fund-raising project
is BOH ornaments. These ornaments are beautiful,
metal ornaments and are for sale at the Towns County
Chamber for $25.

We are just in the beginning stages and look for-
ward to saving this historic beauty as well as having
the opportunity for our community to have a space to
gather and fellowship together. If you are interested in
donating, please reach out to us or visit our website

for more info.
o3



A Historical Sketch of the Bank of Hiawassee

By Jerry A. Taylor

B asse . Hidwasse, Ga."

The original Bank of Hiawassee, built in 1909
River Street, on the Square

Recently, the first ledger book of the Bank of Hiawassee
has been donated to the historical society. Looking through
it | made some observations about its earliest days of 1909
and 1910.

The newly founded Bank of Hiawassee placed an ad in
the Atlanta newspaper in 1909 seeking a financial officer.
Mr. William Olian Sparks of Rock Run, Alabama, answered
that ad and soon moved to Hiawassee where he began op-
eration of the bank. Not only did he find employment in
Hiawassee, he also found a wife, Miss Addie Belle England,
who he married on August 1, 1910.

Mr. Wm. Olian Sparks
First financial officer
of the Bank

During all the years Mr. Sparks was a citizen of Hiawas-
see, he was identified with every cause that was for the bet-
terment of the town.

Once the bank was open for business, many citizens
from throughout the county made their way to deposit
funds. The vast majority of deposits were understandably,
given the place and the times, under $100.00.

Here follows a sampling of information on some of the
depositors during the bank’s earliest days of 1909 - 1910.
(NOTE: This information is a representative sampling and
does NOT include all the patrons of the bank.)

DEPOSITS FROM $0.25 TO $100.00
William W. Bowen $0.35
Samuel E. Hogsed $0.43

Jeremiah M. Taylor $0.93 (J.M. Taylor was my
grandfather and he kept that balance of 93 cents for a
long time.)

E. C. Berrong $2.72
C. J. Green $3.50
Maggie Berrong $10.00
Azalea Lloyd $10.00
Easter Nichols(on) $10.00

Mary Jane Hunnicutt $20.00

Lydia (Melton) Stroud ~ $20.00

Mille E. (Burch) Kimsey  $22.50

Sam Hooper, Colored  $30.00

(Sam Hooper was the only “colored” account. He was
the son of Abe and Mary Hooper of the Hiawassee
River community. Moving to Hayesville in the 1910s,
they were the last black family to live in Towns County.
| think that his deposit, just as my own great-grand-
father’s deposit, was as a result of being employed
building the bank building. He was inducted for service
on April 29, 1918, during World War |, and served in
11 Co 156 Dep Brig until his death. He died of double
bronchial pneumonia in the base hospital at Camp
Jackson, Columbia, South Carolina. His death certifi-
cate lists that a contributing cause of his death was
chronic nephritis. He died on May 11, 1918. His body
was returned to Hayesville where he was interred in
Herbert Cemetery.)

,

Mr. Samuel J. Hooper
First black depositor in the bank

Myra Cathey $34.20

Esco Burch $35.00 (Esco Burch was my
great-grandfather and was as poor as Job's turkey. |
imagine that this windfall deposit of $35.00 was from
his wages earned as a workman building the bank

building.)

Julia Sutton $37.50
Elizabeth Woodring $50.00
Frank Lloyd $65.68
Fielding P. Berrong $42.00
Esta Russell $78.00

Mrs. J. M. Moss $100.00
Benjamin H. Taylor $100.00

DEPOSITS FROM $100.00 TO $200.00

Charlie Alston A.D. Lovell

Pinson G. Burch Lucius McClure

L. C. Brown Douglas E. Mauldin
J. M. Cathey W. O. Sparks

J. P. Coleman J. Virgil Twiggs
Violet (Brown) England J. M. Welch

Henry Grace J. B. Wood



DEPOSITS FROM $200.00 TO $300.00

E. L. Adams Thomas J. Lloyd
Robert A. Kimsey Virgil M. Waldroup
James J. Kimsey

DEPOSITS FROM $400.00 TO $500.00
Omar L. Anderson
Samuel J. Osborn
William Davis Rice

DEPOSITS FROM $500.00 TO $600.00

Ed N. England Thomas J. Hooper
David W. Franks John M. Johnson
Frazier Gilman W. D. Maney

Wm. W. Hedden

DEPOSITS FROM $600.00 TO $700.00
A.L. Adams

J. Miles Berrong

Marshall Jehu Brown

J. M. Carter

DEPOSITS FROM $700.00 TO $800.00
Addie England
Wiley A. Stroud

DEPOSITS Over $1,000.00

Theodore W. Gibson

Virgil M. McNabb

James M. Moss

James Rowland

John H. Corn $1,304.65

(His family was a large and influential family, most
highly educated leaving the mountains to lead
professional lives. His daughters Addie Ritchie and
Maggie Berrong were especially active as educators,
Addie at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee Institute and Maggie
at Hiawassee Academy.)

Ernest D. Corn $1,871.78

(Ernest Corn was the largest depositor in the bank.

He was the son of John H. Corn and brother to
Maggie Corn Berrong. He received his medical degree
from Emory University School of Medicine. He became
a urologist, practicing in Macon, GA, for fifty years.)

FEMALE DEPOSITORS ($10.00 - $725.95)

There were seventeen female depositors with Addie
England having the largest balance of $725.95. Given
the place and time, | am amazed at such a large num-
ber. | researched a wee bit to find out their
circumstances and here is what | came up with.

Maggie (Corn) Berrong (She was a teacher and was
TC's first college educated woman)

Maude Burch (She was a school teacher.)
Myra Cathey (She was single.)

Lillie (Wood) Crain (She was a widow.)

Addie England ($725.95) (The largest female depositor
in the bank. Married W. O. Sparks)

Violet (Brown) England  (She was a widow.)

Mary Jane (Ballard) Hunnicutt (Wife of William A.
Hunnicutt)

Millie E. (Burch) Kimsey (Wife of James J. Kimsey)

Mrs. Azalea (Mauldin) Lloyd (Wife of Frank M. Lloyd)
Ora (Russell) Moss  (She is the wife of one of the wealthy
Mosses in Clay County.)

Easter Nichols(on) (Her husband worked away in the
timber business and she was an in-home caregiver for
elderly Sarah Nicholson.)

Mrs. B. C. Reece (Identity unknown to me.)

Esta Russell (She owned a millinery shop.)
Lydia (Melton) Stroud (She was a divorcee.)

Julia Sutton (She was a widow.)

Lillie Sutton (She was a widow.)

Elizabeth Woodring (She had three sons who went
West. They were undoubtably sending their mother
money as she maintained a balance of $50.00.)

Mrs. Addie England Sparks
Prominent female depositor

For its 45th anniversary (1954), the Bank of Hiawassee's
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES were E. C. Brannon, Presi-
dent; Floyd Ensley, Vice President; Elois Anderson, Cashier;
Emma Denton, Ass't Cashier; and Estelle Berrong, Book-
keeper. The DIRECTORS were Elois Anderson, E. C. Bran-
non, M. A. Burns, Floyd Ensley, and H. D. Paris. The STATE-
MENT OF CONDITION at the close of business on June 30,
1954, showed the total assets were $1,155,322.54.

For its 75th anniversary (1984), the Bank of Hiawassee's
OFFICERS were H. D. Paris, Chairman; Elois D. Anderson,
President; Jane M. Hindsman, Vice President; and John A.
Evans, Vice President. The DIRECTORS were Elois D. An-
derson, Clay Dotson, H. D. Paris, Dale Thurman, and R. N.
Tiger, J. HONORARY DIRECTORS were Emma M. Denton
and Elaine R. England. The STATEMENT OF CONDITION
at the close of business on June 30, 1984, showed the total
assets were $38,520,952.56.

After celebrating a century of service to the community,
the Bank of Hiawassee, Hiawassee's oldest business, was ac-
quired by Citizens South Bank on March 19, 2010. Citizens
South was merged into and subsequently operated as part
of Park Sterling Bank beginning Oct. 10, 2012. Later, Park
Sterling was merged into and has been subsequently oper-
ated as part of South State Bank since Nov. 30, 2017.
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THE PERFECT

CHRISTMAS GIFT!

The keepsake ornament depicting the Berrong-Oakley House is available at the Towns County Historical Society
monthly meetings OR Lake Chatuge Chamber of Commerce.
They are $25 each & all funds will go towards the restoration of the house

They are a Limited edition, so be sure to get yours soon!
) get)

SAVING OUR HISTORY ()
BERRONG-OBKLEY Housg ™" ™™

RESTORATION FUNDRAISER
BRICKS-#250  DONOR WALL-*500

Brick Paver with name Plaque Board & Brick

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

FIREPLACES ROOMS
52,000 - $3,00 55,000

(name plaque by a fireplace) (name plaque Above room entry)

HALL - #3,000 PORCHES
BEDROOM - $2,000 FRONT -*10,000

DINING/LIVING ROOM - 3,000 BACK - #8,000
6



Advice that I could imagine coming from my Grandfather

Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and
bull-strong.

Keep skunks and bankers at a distance.
Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.

A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere
tractor.

Words that soak into your ears are whispered... not yelled.
Meanness don't jes’ happen overnight.

Forgive your enemies; it messes up their heads.

Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you.
It don’t take a very big person to carry a grudge.

You cannot unsay a cruel word.

Every path has a few puddles.

When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.

The best sermons are lived, not preached.

Most of the stuff people worry about ain’t never gonna happen
anyway.

Don't judge folks by their relatives.

Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.

Live a good, honorable life... Then when you get older and think
back, you’ll enjoy it a second time.

Don't interfere with somethin’ that ain’t bothering you none.

Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a Rain dance.
If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin’.

Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got.

The biggest troublemaker you’ll probably ever have to deal with,
watches you from the mirror every mornin’.

Always drink upstream from the herd.

Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from
bad judgment.

Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin’ it back
in.

If you get to thinkin’ you're a person of some influence, try orderin’
somebody else’s dog around..

Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the
rest to God.

Don't pick a fight with an old man. If he is too old to fight, he’ll just
kill you.

Most times, it just gets down to common sense.

*&% DON

ATIONS ™

Thank you to the following people for
their generous donations to the historical society.

Maddie Botting
Berrong-Oakley House
In Memory of Buck Palmer by the Botting Family

Simon Canasi
Berrong-Oakley House

Tina & Tony Denton
Berrong-Oakley House

William & Elizabeth Dunn
Berrong-Oakley House

Andrea Foster
Berrong-Oakley House

Brenda Franklin

Marilyn Kaiser
Berrong-Oakley House

Tyler Osborn
Berrong-Oakley House

Elizabeth & Joe Ruf
Berrong-Oakley House

Susan Starr
Berrong-Oakley House

Jerry Taylor
In Memory of Daren King & G. Royal

Bob & Ann Thompson
Berrong-Oakley House

Ronnie & Dena Westbrooks
In Memory of Carlos & Miriam Russell
Berrong-Oakley House
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